THE AGE OF PLANNING
long run would compel it to pay even more for its food. His
opponents replied that agriculture was more likely to find its way
back to prosperity if not put in these fetters, and that no effort of this
kind could make the country self-supporting or release it from its
dependence on overseas supplies. Whatever might be said on these
general grounds, the Minister's experiments brought out the extreme
difficulty of substituting regulated production and price-fixing for
the normal operations of supply and demand. Home-grown bacon
became beyond the means of the poor, and the surpluses of milk
could not be sold to them at prices within their means for fear of
lowering the legally fixed price. These were inevitable consequences
when the State resorted to price-fixing, but they led to much
discontent.
The sense of curable disorder in the economic system was, neverthe-
less, one of the good symptoms of these years, and to find the mean
between subversive upheavals, which would make worse confusion,
and helpless inaction on the part of the State was now the professed
object of the non-Socialist parties.
4
" Planning " indeed was the main occupation of most Governments
in these years. Across the Atlantic, President Roosevelt was busily
at work on it, with all the world looking on. He had done his
country the great service of allaying a nation-wide panic by his prompt
and courageous action in his first days of office, and he now called
into counsel economic theorists and experts of all schools and with,
their aid launched the " New Deal" with its numerous agencies
for regulating prices, output, wages and credit over the whole field
of industry, and starting public works for the benefit of the
unemployed, who numbered nearly 15,000,000. The most important
of these were the National Recovery Administration (N.R.A.) and
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AJLA.), the former
having the task of arranging " codes " for industry with the purpose
* of eliminating unfair competition, lessening unemployment, shorten-
ing hours and increasing minimum wages. To all intents and pur-
poses the Constitution was suspended and for two years until the
reaction set in and the Supreme Court pronounced some of the more
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